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IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) A hydraulic system for controlling the position of an outboard drive on the hull 
of a watercraft, said system comprising a cylinder body assembly defining a cylinder bore in which a 
piston is supported for reciprocation and divides said cylinder bore into two chambers on opposite sides 
of said piston, a piston rod affixed to said piston and extending through one of said chambers and 
externally of said cylinder body assembly for connection to one of said outboard drive and said hull, the 
cylinder body assembly being connected to the other of said outboard drive and said hull for effecting 
movement of said outboard drive relative to said hull upon pressurization of one of said chambers, and a 
hydraulic system for selectively pressurizing said one chamber to elevate said outboard drive relative to 
said hull, said hydraulic system comprising a pump for pressurizing fluid and a valv^d system for 
communicating the output of said pump with said one chamber comprising a first check valve interposed 
between said pump and said one chamber and adapted to be opened upon pressurization for flow toward 
said one chamber and a second check valve interposed between said first check valve and said one 
chamber and in series flow relation to said first check valve and adapted to be opened upon 
pressurization for flow toward said one chamber, either of said first and said second check valves 
precluding flow from said one chamber when not pressurized. 

2. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 1 wherein the fluid pump is reversible and the first 
uheck valve is a pan of a shuttle valve comprised of oppositely acting check valves one of which 
comprises said first check valve and a shuttle piston disposed between said pair of check valves, the 
opposite sides of said shuttle piston communicating with the opposite sides of said pump for selective 
pressurization thereof depending on the direction of operation of said fluid pump. 

3. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 2 wherein the second check valve comprises a 
portion of a modified shuttle valve having only said second check valve and a modified shuttle valve 
piston disposed in a closed end bore with said second check valve disposed at the end of said bore 
opposite said closed end, the area between said second check valve and said modified shuttle valve 
piston being in communication with the area between said first check valve and the one chamber. 

■ 

4. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 3 wherein the area between the modified shuttle 
valve piston the closed end of the bore is in open communication with the area between the shuttle 
piston and the other of the pair of check valves of the shuttle valve. 
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IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) A hydraulic system for controlling the position of an outboard drive on the hull 
of a watcrcraft, said system comprising a cylinder body assembly defining a cylinder bore in which a 
piston is supported for reciprocation and divides said cylinder bore into two chambers on opposite sides 
of said piston, a piston rod affixed to said piston and extending through one of said chambers and 
externally uf said cylinder body assembly for connection to one of said outboard drive and said hull, the 
cylinder body assembly being connected to the other of said outboard drive and said hull for effecting 
movement of said outboard drive relative to said hull upon pressurization of one of said chambers, and a 
hydraulic system for selectively pressurizing said one chamber to elevate said outboard drive relative to 
said hull, said hydraulic system comprising a pump for pressurizing fluid and a valvcd system for 
communicating the output of said pump with said one chamber comprising a first check valve interposed 
between said pump and said uuc chamber and adapted to be opened upon pressunzation for flow toward 
said one chamber and a second check valve interposed between said first check valve and said one 
chamber and in series flow relation to said first check valve and adapted to be opened upon 
prcssurization for flow toward said une chamber, either of said first and said second check valves 
precluding flow from said one chamber when not pressurized. 

2. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 1 wherein the fluid pump is reversible and the first 
chock valve is a part of a shuttle valve comprised of oppositely acting check valves one of which 
comprises said first check valve and a shuttle piston disposed between said pair of check valves, the 
opposite sides of said shuttle piston communicating with the opposite sides of said pump for selective 
prcssurization thereof depending on the direction uf operation of said fluid pump. 

3. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 2 wherein the second check valve comprises a 
portion of a modified shuttle valve having only said second check valve and a modified shuttle valve 
piston disposed in a closed end bore with said secuud check valve disposed at the end of said bore 
opposite said closed end, the area between said second check valve and said modified shuttle valve 
piston being in communication with the area between said first check valve and the one chamber. 

4. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 3 wherein the area between ihe modified shuttle 
valve piston the closed end of the bore is in open communication with the area between the shuttle 
piston and the other of the pair of check valves of the shuttle valve. 
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5. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 2 further including a third check valve interposed 
between the second check valve and the one chamber and adapted to be opened upon pressurization for 
flow toward said one chamber, each of said first, said second and said third check valves precluding 
flow from said one chamber when not pressurized. 

6* (Currently Amended) A hydraulic system for controlling the position of an outboard drive on the hull 
Ltercraft, said system co mprising a cylinder body assembly defining a cylinder bore in which a 
piston is Suppo rted for reciprocation and divides said cylinder bore into two chambers on opposite sides 
of said piston, a piston rod affixed to said pist on and extending through one of said chambers and 
externally of said cylinder body as sembly for connection to one of said outboard drive and said hulL the 
cylinder body assembly being conne cted to the other of said outboard drive and said hull for effecting 
movement of said outboard drive rel ative to said hull upon pressurization of one of said chambers, and a 
hydraulic system for selectively pressurizing said one chamber to elevate said outboard drive i dative to 
said hull, said hydraulic system com prising a pump for pressurizing fluid and a valved system for 
communicating the output of said Pu mp with said one chamber comprising a first check valve interposed 
between said pump and said one chamber and adapted to be opened upon pressurization for flow towai d 
said one chamber and a second che ck valve interposed between said first check valve and said one 
chamber adapted to be opened up on pressurization for flow toward said one chamber, a third check 

iternosed between said second check valve and said one chamber and adapted to 



pressurization for flow toward said o ne chamber, each of said first, said second and said third check 
valves precluding flow f rom said one chamber when not pressurized, said as set forth in claim 5 wherein 
the third check valve ftomprise s comprising a portion of a second modified shuttle valve having only 
said third check valve and a s econd modified shuttle valve piston disposed in a seeend closed end bore 
with said third check valve disposed at the end of said second bore opposite said closed end, the area 
between said third check valve and said modified shuttle valve piston being in communication with the 
area between said second check valve and the one chamber. 

7, (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 6 wherein the area between the second modified 

shuttle valve piston and the closed end of the second bore is in open communication with the area 

between the modified shuttle piston and the closed end of the bore in which said modified shuttle piston 
is positioned. 
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5. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 2 further including a third check valve interposed 
between the second check valve and the one chamber and adapted to be opened upon pressurization for 
flow toward said one chamber, each of said first, said second and said third check valves precluding 
flow from said one chamber when not pressurized. 

6. (Currently Amended) A hydraulic system for controllin g the position of an outboard drive on the hull 
of a watwyraft, said system comprising a cyli n der body assembly defining a cylinder bore in which a 
piston is supported for reciprocation a nd divides said cylinder bore into two chambers on opposite sides 
of said piston, a piston rod affixed to said pisto n and extending through one of said chambers and 
Externally of said cylinder body a ssembly for connection to one of said outboard drive and said hulL the 
cylinder body assembly being connected to the othe r of said outboard drive and said hull for effecting 

lent of said outboard drive relative to said h ull upon pressurization of one of said chambers, and a 
hvdrfitilfc SYStqtn for selectively pressurisin g said one chamber to elevate said outboard drive relative to 
said hull, said hydraulic system co mprising a pump for pressurizing fluid and a valved system for 
communicating the output of said pump with said o n e chamber comprising a first check valve interposed 
between said pump and said one c hamber and adapted to bo opened upon pressnrizatioa for How towai 
said one chamber and a second check valve interposed between said first check valve and said one 
chamber adapted to be opened u p on pressurization for flow toward said one chamber, a third check 
valve interposed between said second check valve and said one chamber and adapted to be opened upon 
pressurization for flow toward said one chamber, each of said first, said second and said third check 
valves precluding flow from said one chamber when not pressurized said as net forth in clnim 5 whereffl 
the third check val ve. comprises comprising a portion of a second modified shuttle valve having only 
said third check valve and a s e cond modified shuttle valve piston disposed in a s e con d closed end bore 
with said third check valve disposed at the end of said second bore opposite said closed end, the area 
between said third check valve and said modified shuttle valve piston being in communication with the 

area between said second check valve and the one chamber. 

7. (Original) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 6 wherein the area between the second modified 

shuttle valve piston and the closed end of the second bore is in open communication with the area 

between the modified shuttle piston and the closed end of the bore in which said modified shuttle piston 
is positioned. 
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8- (New) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 7 wherein the second check valve comprises a portion 
of a modified shuttle valve having only said second check valve and a modified shuttle valve piston 
disposed in a closed end bore with add second check valve disposed at the end of said bore opposite 
said closed end, the area between said second check valve and said modified shuttle valve piston being 
in communication with the area between said first check valve and the one chamber. 
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8. (New) A hydraulic system as set forth in claim 7 wherein the second check valve comprises a portion 

of a modified shuttle valve having only said second check valve and a modified shuttle valve piston 

disposed in a closed end bore with said second check valve disposed at the end of said boic opposite 
said closed end, the area between said second check valve and said modified shuttle valve piston being 
in communication with the area between said first check valve and the one chamber. 
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